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Editor-in-chief. So far as the writer is able to observe from the volumes at 
hand there is little occasion for criticism on this score. Another danger, 
which comes from the association of many persons constructing independent 
portions of a work of this character, that of finding some portions over- 
wrought, as related to other, seems to have been well avoided. The work of 
these earlier volumes seems well balanced. It is impossible for the reviewer 
to speak of the accuracy of the work as a whole, or of the care and judgment 
used in the selection and citation of authorities throughout all parts of even 
the volumes published, but to judge from a. somewhat careful examination 
of certain titles, to which the reviewer has had occasion to give some special 
attention, the work is very meritorious when judged from these points of 
view. 

To give an idea of the scope and character of the work, it may be noticed 
that the title of "Admissions," edited by John D. Works, occupies 267 pages 
of the first volume and is prefaced with an analysis of the subject covering 
nine pages. The subsequent treatment follows this analysis and the matter 
is made the more readily available through cross references and the use of 
bold-faced type both in the text and in the notes. 

Where there are any great number of authorities for a given proposition, 
the authorities of the several states are grouped together in separate para- 
graphs, thus enabling one to find at a glance the authorities in any particular 
state upon the particular proposition. The writer has at hand only the first 
six volumes. These bring the work down to and including the title 
"Identity." The remaining volumes are expected to be published within the 
next twelve or eighteen months, and if the succeeding volumes are to be 
judged by those published, the work will prove a great boon to the prac- 
tising lawyer and the student of the law of evidence. V. H. Lane. 



Fire Insurance as a Void Contract and as Affected by Construction and 
Waiver or Estoppel, including miscellaneous provisions and an anal- 
ysis and comparison of the various standard forms, all reduced to 
rules with the relevant statutory provisions of all the States. Volume 
II by George A. Clement, of the New York Bar, Editor of the New 
York Annotated Code of Civil Procedure and Fire Insurance Digest. 
New York: Baker, Voorhis & Company, 1905, pp. cxvii, 807, 8 vo. 
The author has treated the subject of Fire Insurance in a work of two 
volumes aggregating upwards of eighteen hundred pages, including tables of 
cases and indexes. The first volume appeared in 1903, the second in the 
latter part of 1905. In the first volume the subject is treated on the basis of 
the valid contract ; in the second on the basis of the void contract. The plan 
of treatment is the same in both volumes and consists in the statement of 
propositions of law in the form of brief rules and the support of those rules 
by cases applicable to them. In this manner the author refers to about six 
thousand cases. 

The first volume was carefully and critically reviewed in the February, 
1904, number of this Review (Vol. II, pp. 424-5) by Mr. Mark Norris of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, an extensive practitioner of, and acknowledged 
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expert in, the law of Fire Insurance. As to the plan and scope of the work 
and the undertaking of the author what Mr. Norris said of Volume I applies 
with equal force to Volume II; it is adapted "to the use of insurance agents 
and adjusters rather than to lawyers." Yet it cannot be doubted, in the 
writer's opinion, that the brief rules of law as set down by the author, sup- 
ported and illustrated as they are, by numerous cases, will afford the lawyer 
ready and valuable aid in the determination of questions which will come 
to him as a practitioner. The work is built upon large and in some respects 
upon superfluous scales. For example there is an index to the first volume, 
and an index to the second volume followed by an index to both volumes. 
So much of index is superfluous and in the writer's opinion will be found to 
hamper rather than to aid the lawyer in his search for pertinent statements 
and authorities. The lawyer wants a complete index, it cannot be too com- 
plete, but he wants only one. 

In his preface the author makes large and perhaps extravagant claims, but 
this does not detract from the merits of the work, which will be measured 
not by its author's claims but by its helpfulness to the individual practitioner — 
and that it will be found helpful to the practitioner in many respects, the 
writer is well assured. Robt. E. Bunker. 



A Selection of Cases on Domestic Relations and the Law of Persons. 
By Edwin H. Woodruff, Professor of Law in the College of Law, 
Cornell University. Second Edition. New York: Baker, Voorhis, 
& Company, 1905; pp. xv, 624. 

This is the most recent collection of cases on this subject which has come 
to our notice. The subjects treated are Marriage (including Contract to 
Marry, Contract of Marriage, Husband and Wife, and Divorce and Separ- 
ation), Parent and Child, Infancy, and Insanity, with a few cases on Drunk- 
enness and Aliens, but leaving untouched two subjects usually included in 
works on domestic relations, viz., Guardian and Ward and Master and 
Servant. Probably all will agree with the editor that the relation of master 
and servant should be omitted from a consideration of the domestic relations 
of today, however it may have been a century or more ago. But whether 
there will be the same concurrence as to the omission of guardian and ward 
may admit of some doubt though conceding that this relation is less inti- 
mately domestic than formerly. 

The cases have been selected with care and discrimination and admirably 
illustrate the propositions which they were selected to illustrate. 

Where the present doctrine is not that of the old common law this fact is 
usually shown by some recent case which considers in a careful and some- 
what exhaustive manner the old cases, the departure therefrom and the 
reasons for the departure, and concludes with the rule of today. This seems 
to be less likely to confuse or mislead and so is greatly to be preferred to the 
method of using an old case which states what has long since- ceased to be 
the law and then following this case with one showing the present rule 
without, perchance, anything to bridge the chasm. 

The most serious fault, if indeed it be not the only one, seems to be in 



